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THE STRUCTUREOF GRASSROOTS DEMOCRACY

A. Tick (√) the correct option.�
1. What is the name of the local self-government at the village level?
Panchayat�
2. GramPanchayat is formed in a village with population of about ______
people. 300�
3. At GramPanchayat level, who is responsible for maintaining the land
records of the villagers? Patwari�
4. For howmany years are the members of the Block Samiti elected? 5 years�
5. Who elected the chairperson of Zila Parishad? Members of the Parishad�

B. Fill in the blankswith appropriate word/words.�
1.Every village is divided intowards and each ward elects a representative
whowho is called a wardmember or Panch�
2. Stateswith a population ofmore than 20 lakhs have Block Samitis.�
3. In Madhya Pradesh, the Bharbhadiya GramPanchayat has taken significant
steps towards the eradication ofmalnutrition.�
4. The Panchayati Raj system follows a 3 tier structure, ensuring governance
at all levels of rural administration.
5. The topmost level of three tier system isZila Parishad.�

C. Write 'T' for true or 'F' for false statements.�
1. The word Panchayat means a group of five people of a village that form the
local government. True
2. The State Government also supervises Panchayats by reviewing their work.



True�
3. At the lowest or the village level, the village Panchayat consists of the Gram
Sabha. True�
4. All panchs elect a Sarpanch or village head from amongst themselves for a
term of 5 years. True
5. Gram panchayat carries out government schemes for primary education,
employment generation. True

D. Short answer questions.�
1. What are the roles and responsibilities of GramPanchayat?
The functions of a GramPanchayat are:�
1.Construction andmaintenance of roads, drainage and parks.�
2.Development of agriculture and irrigation systems, water supply.�
3.Street lighting, sanitation system, education and healthcare.�
2. What do youmean by local self-government?�
To take care of the basic services, local bodies are elected by the people. This
system is called local self government.�
3. Who is the panch of Gram panchayat?�
The members of Gram Sabha elect a committee of 7-17members from
among themselves to form a GramPanchayat. Every village is divided into
wards and each ward elects a representative who is called a wardmember or
Panch.�
4. What is Panchayati Smiti?�
Stateswith a population ofmore than 20 lakh have Block Samitis. It is also
known as Janpand Panchayat or Panchayat Samiti.�
5. What is the role of Patwari?�
‘Patwari’ is responsible for maintaining the land records of the villagers. In
some cases, the Patwari also preservesmaps that are many years old.�

E. Long answer questions.�
1. Define three-tier structure of the Panchayati Raj?�
The Panchayati Raj system follows a three-tier structure, ensuring governance
at all levels of rural administration:�
1. At the lowest or the village level, the Village Panchayat consists of the Gram
Sabha, GramPanchayat andNyaya Panchayat.�
2. Above the village level comes the block level where there is a system called



Block Panchayat or Block Samiti.�
3. At the topmost level of this three-tier system in the Zila Parishad or District
Panchayat.�

2. Explain the structure of Zila Parishad.�
The Zila Parishad is composed of elected and appointedmembers:�
Chairperson: The head of the Zila Parishad, elected by the members of the
Parishad.�
Members: Chairpersons of all Block Samitis in a district, members of Lok
Sabha and Rajya Sabha from the district, members of Vidhan Sabha and
Vidhan Parishad from the district and representatives of SC, ST andwomen.�
Chief Executive Officer (CEO): An IAS officer or state civil service officer. He/
She supervises the divisions of the parishad and is assisted by deputy CEOs
and other officials at district and block-level officers.�

3. Write functions of Block Samiti.�
Block Samitis perform the following functions:�

● Advising GramPanchayats in the fields of agriculture, animal
husbandry, veterinary medicine and healthcare.�

● Setting up rural industrieswith the guidance of specialists known as
Extension Officers.�

● Looking into primary education and openingmore night schools for
adults and shelters for the needy and homeless.�

● Developing andmaintaining sewage systems and ensuring safe



drinking water for all.�
4. What are the key roles of state government?�
The key roles of state government include:�

● Monitoring and evaluating the work of Panchayat.�
● Helping implement state government programmes at the local level.�
● Providing financial support for local development activities.�
● Dissolving Panchayats that are not functioning properly.�
● Recruiting technical, skilled and executive staff at the district and block

level.�
5. What is the role of child-friendly panchayat?�
The Child-Friendly Panchayat Initiative is a unique effort to create a safe,
nurturing and inclusive environment for children in rural areas of India. This
initiative ensures that children's voices are heard and their needs are
prioritised in local decision-making. It enables children to share their views on
matters such as education, health and safety, helping to build a community
where children are valued as equalmembers of society.�


